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President's	Podium

In	last	month’s	newsletter	I	wrote	about
introducing	programming	as	a	compulsory
subject	in	schools.	We	need	to	prepare	our
youth	for	careers	that	don’t	exist	yet.	A	few

days	after	I	wrote	the	piece,	I	came	across	an
ITWeb	article	titled	“It’s	time	to	introduce	coding
in	schools,	says	govt”.	According	to	the	deputy
Minister	of	Communications,	the	administration
is	said	to	be	considering	basic	coding	skills	in

South	Africa’s	education	system.

I	was	elated	to	read	this,	but	then	my
scepticism	reared	its	monstrous	head.	Not	that	I
am	a	sceptical	person	by	nature.	I	don't	look	for

problems	to	solutions,	but	I	have	come	to
realise

	

	that	when	it	comes	to	policy	changes	and	implementation	we	are	a	little	slow	off	the	mark.	Be	that
as	it	may,	while	we	continue	to	lobby	this	cause,	we,	as	individuals	and	industry,	can	assist	our

youth	by	offering	programmes	which	will	fill	this	gap.

>	Read	More

	

CEO's	Communique
	

We,	as	humans,	tend	to	celebrate	the
achievements	of	significant	milestones,	and	the
endurance	of	relationships	that	stand	the	test	of
time.	Those	relationships	may	be	personal,		as

in	the	case	of	marriage,	for	example,	or
professional,	as	in	the	case	of	service	with	a

company,	or,	even,	membership	of	a
professional	body!	As	I	sit	and	write	this	piece
for	the	newsletter,	I	am	celebrating	30	years	as
a	member	of	the	former	CSSA	and	current

IITPSA,	having	joined	in	July	1988!

It	has	also	been	an	honour	and	a	privilege	to	be	the	CEO	of	the	Institute	for	the	past	eleven	years,
in	addition	to	being	a	member	in	my	individual	capacity	for	thirty	years.	During	this	time,	our

professional	body	has	really	changed	and	indeed	matured.	From	a	small	gathering	of	like-minded
computer	practitioners	in	1957,	to	a	broad	membership	of	more	than	9	800	members	in

2018,	the	institute	has	really	come	a	long	way.

>	Read	More

	

Events	and	Activities

	

2018	Bursary	awarded	to
Asisipho	Fente

	
IITPSA	was	pleased	to	award	the	2018	bursary
to	Asisipho	Fente.	The	selection	committee

members	were	impressed	with	her	passion	and
determination	to	succeed,	coupled	with	her

communication	skills.

In	Her	own	words:

“I	am	Asisipho	Fente	from	Khayelitsha,	Cape	Town.	I	passed	Matric	in	2017	and	did	not	secure
funding	from	any	of	the	bursaries	I	had	applied	to.	Early	in	January	my	mentor,	Baratang	Miya,
helped	me	seek	funding.	We	were	at	an	IITPSA	talk	where	she	was	a	guest	speaker,	and	she

asked	me	to	tell	my	story.	I	explained	that	I	achieved	good	marks	for	Matric,	but	I	did	not	have	any
funding	and	my	parents	were	not	able	to	afford	my	fees.	I	went	through	all	the	stages	necessary	to

secure	the	IITPSA	bursary,	applying	and	participating	in	a	telephonic	interview.

I	was	informed	weeks	later	that	I	had	been
awarded	the	bursary.	I	cannot	express	how

happy	I	was,	because	this	meant	I	would	be	the
first	child	from	my	family	to	go	to	University!

I	am	at	UCT,	studying	towards	a	professional
degree,	BCom	in	Information	Systems.	I	love
what	I	am	studying,	and	I	am	so	excited	with
what	I	can	do	with	it.	The	transition	from	high
school	to	University	has	been	difficult	but	what
has	been	helpful	is	IITPSA	covering	my	fees
because	they	have	relieved	a	huge	burden	for
me	and	my	parents.	I	am	doing	so	well	that	I
was	even	elected	class	representative	for	my

computer	science	class.	I	believe	I	have	a	lot	of
potential	and	with	the	support	from	IITPSA	I	can

unleash	it.”

IITPSA	congratulates	Asisipho	and	wishes	her
success	in	her	studies.

	

Winter	Winners	with	Big	Data

The	Computer	Applications	Olympiad	tests
technical	ability	with	documents,	spreadsheets
and	databases,	as	taught	in	the	school	subject
CAT	(Computer	Applications	Technology).	The
final	four-hour	round	of	the	Olympiad	required
finalists	to	be	creative	with	data	by	anticipating

problems,	spotting	trends	and	imagining
possible	solutions.

A	massive	data	set	was	used	–	hundreds	of	thousands	of	anonymised	records	from	a	decade	of	the
Cape	Town	Cycle	Tour.	The	high	school	finalists	not	only	analysed	the	data,	they	also	responded	to
a	trend	it	revealed	about	youth	entries.	They	had	to	illustrate	the	trend	in	an	informative	graphic	that
would	visually	promote	the	benefits	of	participation	in	this	cycling	event	to	teenagers.	The	problems
were	set	to	show	that	managing	Big	Data	is	a	key	skill	that	will	offer	employment	opportunities.	The
national	finals	were	held	at	Bergvliet	High	in	Cape	Town	during	the	winter	school	holidays.	Twelve
learners	out	of	5	226	participants	from	the	qualifying	rounds	took	part.	Medals	were	awarded	to	the

top	six.			>	Read	More

	

2018	JCSE	-	IITPSA	ICT	Skills	Survey

	Are	you	an	employer	of	ICT	skills?	Are	you	a	practitioner	of	ICT	skills?	If	you	work	in	the
information	&	communications	technology	field,	from	student	to	CIO,	from	hacker	to	enterprise	architect,

we	need	your	help!	No	matter	what	industry	or	sector	you	manage,	if	you	employ	or	contract	with	people

who	have	ICT	skills,	we	need	your	help!

–

The	JCSE	has	partnered	with	the	IITPSA	to	carry	out	the	9th	ICT	Skills	Survey	and	we	cannot	do	it	without

you.	We	need	to	gather	the	latest	information	from	you	on	how	skills	are	acquired,	how	skills	are	practiced

and	how	skills	evolve	in	South	Africa’s	ICT	environment.

>	Read	more

	

As	the	pre-eminent	private	sector	driven	ICT
organisation	for	Africa,	AfICTA	convenes	the

1st	edition	of	its	e-Conference	series	with	focus
on	good	practices	and	policies	that	have	been
adopted	towards	the	ease	of	doing	business	and
improving	foreign	direct	investment	in	Africa.

	

Focus	is	also	on	the	use	local	contents	for	enhanced	job	opportunities	and	improvement	in	the	living
standard	of	the	people.	Theme	and	objective	The	theme	of	the	e-Conference	is	“Moving	Africa

forward	with	ICTs”	and	it	is	geared	towards	the	realization	of	AfICTA	vision	of	a	digital	Africa	and
the	Sustainable	Development	Goals	2030.

When?	10am,	July	19,	2018
Where?	On	AfICTA	ePlatform

>	Read	More

	

IITPSA	Annual	General	Meeting

Tuesday	24	July	2018
Venue:	Protea	Hotel,	Midrand

The	2018	Annual	General	Meeting	of	IITPSA	NPC

(1958/001036/08)	will	be	held	at	the	Protea	Hotel

Midrand	at	07h30	on	Tuesday	24	July	2018.

Guest	Speaker:	Vincent	Mello
Manager:	System	Administration	&	Risk	Management	&	Executive	Coach,	Rand	Water

Topic:		IT	Professionals	with	a	HEART	&	SOUL	in	the	21st		century

>	Read	More

	

Quantum	Computing
W	Cape	Chapter	Event

26	July	2018

Venue:	ICTS	on	Main,	7	Main	Road,	Mowbray,
Cape	Town

Speaker:		Andre	le	Roux	(Director,	Enterprise
Infrastructure	Services,	UCT)

A	quantum	computer	is	not	limited	to	two	discrete	states	(one	or	zero)	of	a	bit	as	with	contemporary

computing	as	it	implements	aspects	of	quantum	mechanics	such	as	superposition	and	entanglement.

Superposition	means	that	a	qubit,	which	may	be	an	atom,	electron,	ion	or	photon	may	have	both	a	one

and	a	zero	state	with	all	states	in	between	at	the	same	time.	This	phenomenon	is	what	gives	a	quantum

computer	its	inherent	parallelism.	While	entanglement	is	being	explored	as	a	mechanism	for	determining

the	value	of	a	qubit.

>	Read	More

	

Leaderex	2018

Join	Africa's	largest	gathering	of	business	leaders,

professionals	and	entrepreneurs	on	4	September

2018	at	Sandton	Convention	Centre.

A	day	to	network,	challenge	conventional	thinking

and	learn	from	over	250	top	CEOs	and

entrepreneurs.	IITPSA	will	be	taking	the	lead	role	in

a	stream	on	digital	skills!

>	Read	More

	

Call	for	Papers:
ICITS'19	-	The	2019	International	Conference	on	Information	Technology	&	Systems

ICITS'19,	to	be	held	at	Quito,	Ecuador,	6	-	8	February	2019,	is	an	international	forum	for	researchers
and	practitioners	to	present	and	discuss	the	most	recent	innovations,	trends,	results,	experiences

and	concerns	in	the	several	perspectives	of	Information	Technology	&	Systems.

We	are	pleased	to	invite	you	to	submit	your
papers	to	ICITS'19.	They	can	be	written	in

English,	Spanish	or	Portuguese.	All
submissions	will	be	reviewed	on	the	basis	of
relevance,	originality,	importance	and	clarity.

>	Read	More

	

MPhil	in	IT	Governance	(Nelson	Mandela	University)

The	MPhil	in	Information	Technology	Governance	is	a	formal	master’s	programme	offered	by	the
Faculties	of	Engineering,	the	Built	Environment	and	Information	Technology,	Business	and

Economic	Sciences	and	Law.
	

The	MPhil	aims	to	equip	graduates	with	advanced	knowledge	and	skills	towards	governing	
information	technology	and	information	systems	as	critical	business	assets	in	modern-day

enterprises.

Mode	of	Offering:	Block	Release

Admission	Requirements	
Any	120-credit	NQF	Level	8	qualification	with	an	information	technology	(IT),	information	systems
(IS)	and/or	auditing	focus	with	at	least	three	years	industry	experience	in	or	exposure	to	relevant	IT

or	IS	environments.

>	Read	More

	

	

	

AVG	is	a	leading	developer	of
Security	Software	with	over

120	million	home	and	business
users	around	the	world.	

-
IITPSA	is	pleased	to	advise

that	we	are	again	being
sponsored	by	AVG	South

Africa,	with	the	computers	at
the	IITPSA	National	Office
being	protected	by	the	AVG

Internet	Security	Suite
(Business	Edition).

>	Read	more

ITWeb	Publications	-
Brainstorm

-
ITWeb	Brainstorm	is

available	free	of	charge	to
Fellows	(FIITPSA)	and	paid-up

Professional	Members
(PMIITPSA)	of	the	Institute.

To	subscribe,	please	contact
the	IITPSA	National	Office.		

>	Read	more

IITPSA	has	partnered	with
CareerJunction,	SA’s	#1

Quality	Candidate	provider,	to
offer	a	job	search/advertising
service	on	its	site.	Go	to
www.iitpsa.org.za		and
click	on	‘Careers’	in	the

'Activities'	menu	to	see	it	in
action,	or	simply	click	on	the

link	below.

>	Read	more

-
	

	

MyData	Backup	storage	(online	backup	of	your
data	to	a	secure	storage	vault)	–	see

www.mydata.co.za	–	50%discount	on	the
100Gb	account	online.	10%discount	on	all

Virtual	/	Cloud	or	Server	Co-location	or	Website
servers	stored	in	CipherVault	for	any
represented	business	or	member.	

	
>	Read	more

	

PI	Financial	Risk	Services

Professional	Indemnity
Insurance	(PI)	at	a	special	rate
for	IITPSA	Members.		In	the
interests	of	providing	added

value	to	Members,	the	IITPSA
has	negotiated	a	special	PI

Insurance	Scheme	for
Members	that	provides	very
competitive	premiums,	wide
coverage	and	also	affords

Legal	Advice	when	required	to
protect	your	interests.

PIFRS	is	a	juristic
representative	and	division	of
firstEquity	Risk	Management

Services	(Pty)	Ltd,	an
Authorised	Financial	Services

Provider.

>	Read	more
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